Permanent Painting

clay. Black lead is popularly known under the name
of "stove polish/' It has a metallic steel gray sheen,
both when used as a water color and as an oil color, and
gives delicate grays which are free from blue. It is
one of the permanent colors, and has absolutely no
effect whatever upon any color with which it may be
mixed. It is an exceedingly slow drier, and when it
does dry it remains soft, so that care must be exer-
cised not to use it too thickly, for, after it skins over
and dries from the top, the interior may remain soft
f or ^ years. In making a gray by mixing with zinc
white, it has the advantage of neutralizing the even-
tual brittleness produced by the zinc, and may be
regarded under every circumstance as a perfectly soft
and permanent pigment. The hard drying colors such
as zinc, red lead, orange mineral, umber, etc., should
be used with great care over black lead, for the ob-
vious reason that cracks are bound to result, owing
to the non-equal tension in drying. *

BLUE BLACK
This is a species of vine black and charcoal, and
derives its name from the fact that when mixed with
white, it produces a very pleasing bluish gray, which
is absolutely permanent. Blue black is an excellent
drier, in fact, so much so, that the pigment will some-
times dry up entirely in the tube. Blue black is slight-
* See chapter  on the Cracking of Oil Paintings, p.  40.
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